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IT  SEEM S  
TH I S  ROA D  

TO GOLGOTH A  
W ILL L A ST  

A N ETER N ITY.

TH O U SA N DS  
O F PAGES 
O F N OTES .

M ER E  
E X ERCI SES,  

SE A RCH I N G ... 
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M A J ESTI C ,  
BY TH E FO U NTA I N ,

TH ER E STA N DS  
A  LI N DEN TR EE ... 

O FTTI M ES,  BEN E ATH  
ITS  S H A DO W S

I  DR E A M ED MY  
SW EETEST DR E A M S .
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E XCU SE M E ,
LI N DA ... 

PA I DE ,  R EPU BLI C  O F ESTO N I A
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A R E YO U ,  BY  
CH A N CE ,  A W A R E O F 
H O W BE A U TI FU LLY 
A R VO S I N GS W H EN  

H E’S  H O M E  
ALO N E?

A R VO!  I  H A D  
N O I DE A YO U  

LO V ED TO 
S I N G!

W H EN EV ER  
YO U ’ R E A W AY,  
H E  STA RTS TO 
S I N G ,  A N D H E 

S I N GS TILL YO U 
CO M E BA CK .

...    A  PRO U D POSTBOY O N CE RODE  
DO W N TH E ROA D;  FRO M TO W N TO 

TO W N ,  CITY TO CITY,  EV ER D I D  
H I S  PATH LE A D ... 

PLE A SE ,  S I N G 
FO R M U M MY, 

TOO!
I  W A S BO - O R N  

A  GYP-SY ... 

H A - H A !  MY LITTLE  
A R VO,  H A V E YO U  

M EM O R IZED ALL TH E  
SO N GS I ’ V E  SU N G  

TO YO U?
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A SSA M ALL A ,  N E A R R A K V ER E .  A R VO I S  AT H I S  GR A N DPA R ENTS’  H O U SE A W A ITI N G H I S  M OTH ER A N D STEPFATH ER .

GR A N D M A!
W H EN W ILL  
M O M MY BE  
CO M I N G?!  

I  CA N ’T  W A IT 
A NY LO N GER!

S H E’LL BE H ER E SOO N ,  A R VO DE A R!  
YESTER DAY W A S SATU R DAY,  A N D N O W TH AT 

M O M MY H A S A  J O B,  S H E LI KES TO R EST  
A  LITTLE O N TH E W EEKEN DS .

IT  W A S V ERY N I CE O F YO U TO A SK  
YO U R K I N DERGA RTEN TE A CH ER TO 

G I V E  M O M MY A  J O B.  S H E W A S  
V ERY M O V ED BY TH AT.

BU T TODAY I S  SU N DAY,  A N D TH AT M E A N S  
IT ’ S  T I M E TO R E A D A  LITTLE M O R E FRO M  

TH E B I BLE .  I ’ LL  R E A D YO U A  STO RY 
W H ER E A  M O M I S  A W A ITI N G  

A  CH ILD,  I N STE A D!
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“TH EN TH E LO R D SA I D U NTO A BR A H A M :  
W HY D I D SA R A H L A U G H A N D SAY,  ‘ W ILL  

I  R E ALLY H A V E A  CH ILD,  N O W TH AT  
I  A M OLD? ’ ”

“ I S  A NYTH I N G  
TOO H A R D FO R  

TH E LO R D? ”

“BU T SA R A H DEN I ED IT,  SAYI N G ,  
‘ I  D I D  N OT L A U G H .’ ”

H I ,  
A R VO!

M O M MY!

GOODBYE ,  A R VO!  
GOODBYE ,  LI N DA  

A N D M A X!
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YO U KN O W W H AT,  A R VO?  
W E’ R E GO I N G TO M O V E H ER E , 

I NTO YO U R STEPFATH ER ’S  
A PA RTM ENT SOO N .

M A X ’S  FATH ER A N D H I S  BROTH ER ’S  FA M ILY  
LI V E  H ER E TOO.  I  TH I N K IT ’LL BE FU N .  

A  H O U SE FU LL O F A RTI STS A N D M U S I CI A N S!

R A K V ER E ,  L A A DA STR EET
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TH I S  P I A N O 
I S  O F A  GR A N D 

OLD AGE ,  BU T IT 
STILL W O R KS .  MY 

BROTH ER BRO U G HT  
IT  FRO M ST.  

PETER SBU RG .

SO M E O F TH E KEYS  
DO N ’T  W O R K .  YO U H A V E 

TO S I N G TH OSE N OTES ...   
H A - H A !

I F  YO U ’ D LI KE TO LE A R N  
TO PL AY,  YO U M U ST   
STA RT CO M I N G H ER E 

EV ERY DAY TO PR A CTI CE . GR E AT!

This is a preview. Get the entire book here.

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/culture/music/between-two-sounds


20

A R VO,  YO U ’ R E  
GO I N G TO BE H O M E 

ALO N E TODAY.  
BE A  GOOD BOY!

BRU M!  BRU M!  

BR R- U M M!

O PPO RTU N ITI ES TO BE ALO N E I N  SU CH A  

PA CKED H O U SE A R E FEW A N D FA R BETW EEN .
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H I !  W A S IT  
BO R I N G BEI N G 

ALO N E?
YO U H E A R D  

LI SZT ’S  “LES PR ÉLU DES .”

N OT  
AT  ALL ... 
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1 9441 944

TH E R U SS I A N S BO M BED H ALF  
O F TALLI N N TO S M ITH ER EEN S!  

TH ER E W ER EN ’T  EV EN A NY GER M A N  
TROO PS TH ER E!  IT ’ S  A  PU R POSEFU L  
E XTER M I N ATI O N O F TH E ESTO N I A N 

PEO PLE!

W E’ R E A  BO R DER  
CO U NTRY BETW EEN E A ST  

A N D W EST.  SOO N ,  H ALF O F U S 
W ILL BE W ITH  TH E R U SSK I ES 

A N D TH E R EST  
I N  CA H OOTS W ITH  

TH E N AZ I S!

TH ER E’LL BE  
CI V IL  W A R –  A N D  

O V ER W H AT? N OT A N 
I N DEPEN DENT  

ESTO N I A N STATE ,  
I N  A NY CA SE!

IT ’ S  R EV EN GE FO R  
R ES I STI N G TH EM O U TS I DE  

N A R V A !  W E DO N ’T  W A NT TO BE  
A N ESTO N I A N SSR ,  BU T TH E  

R EPU BLI C  O F ESTO N I A  –  
W ITH O U T TH E R U SS I A N S  

O R TH E GER M A N S!

R A K V ER E’S  M A R KET SQ U A R E .  TH E CALM BEFO R E TH E STO R M ... 
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R A K V ER E’S  M A R KET SQ U A R E .  TH E CALM BEFO R E TH E STO R M ... 
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TH O U G H R U SS I A N SOLDI ER S D I D CO M E A’LOOTI N G ... 

M O M MY!  
TH ER E’S  POO P  
I N  TH E P I A N O!

TH E FA SCI STS W H O PILL AGED ESTO N I A  
A R E R ETR E ATI N G!  ...    SOO N TH E SO V I ET A R MY 

U N DER STALI N ’S  CO M M A N D W ILL A CH I EV E 
A BSOLU TE V I CTO RY O V ER H ITLER!  

ALL H A IL  TH E LI BER ATO R S  
O F SO V I ET ESTO N I A !

O N E W EEK L ATER ,  BA CK I N  R A K V ER E .  TH E KU H LBERGS’  H O U SE ,  W H ER E A R VO LI V ED,  W A S U NTO U CH ED BY TH E BO M BI N G .
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A R VO! TH ER E’S  
GOOD N EW S I N  TH E PA PER – 

A CH ILDR EN ’S  M U S I C  
SCH OOL I S  TO O PEN  

I N  R A K V ER E .

YO U CA N ’T  M A KE  
A  LI V I N G O FF PL AYI N G  
M U S I C ,  BU T TH E SK ILL  
W ILL CO M E I N  H A N DY.

I  EN ROLLED YO U .  
W E DO H A V E O U R  

O W N PI A N O AT  
H O M E ... 

TH E SCH OOL,  W H I CH  W A S STA RTED BY ENTH U S I A STS,  DO ESN ’T  H A V E ITS  O W N SPA CE YET.

MY N A M E I S  ILLE M A RTI N .  
W E’ R E GO I N G TO STA RT  

 STU DYI N G PI A N O TOGETH ER  
H ER E ,  AT  MY H O M E .

W E’ V E  M U CH W O R K A H E A D O F U S .  
I  E X PECT YO U TO CO M PLETE ALL YO U R 
E X ERCI SES –  BOTH DU R I N G LESSO N S 

A N D AT H O M E!   OTH ER W I SE ,  YO U  
W O N ’T  GET V ERY FA R .

M I SS M A RTI N  I S  A N OLD-FA S H I O N ED W O M A N W H O H A S LITTLE E X PER I EN CE W ITH  CH ILDR EN .

EV EN SO,  TH EY SOO N  
FI N D A  CO M M O N L A N GU AGE .
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W H AT A GOOD 
J O B –  YO U 

PR A CTI CE A N D 
PR A CTI CE ALL  

TH E TI M E!

A R VO!  
YO U ’ R E I N  

TRO U BLE N O W!

M I SS M A RTI N  SAYS  
YO U H A V EN ’T  BEEN  
PR A CTI CI N G AT ALL  

L ATELY.

BU T M I SS M A RTI N  
G I V ES M E A  P I ECE 
O F CH OCOL ATE 

FO R PL AYI N G W ELL!

FRO M N O W O N ,  YO U ’LL M A KE A N X    
N E XT TO EV ERY E X ERCI SE YO U FI N I S H . 

I ’ M  GO I N G TO CH ECK .

H O W EV ER ,  H I S  TE A CH ER I S  W O R R I ED ... 

A N D W H EN YO U R H O M EW O R K  
I S  CO M PLETE ,  YO U ’LL GET  

A  N U T A S A  R EW A R D!

I  DO N ’T  KN O W W H AT YO U ’ R E  
PL AYI N G AT H O M E ,  BU T IT  

CERTA I N LY I SN ’T  YO U R 
H O M EW O R K!
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ESTO N I A N R A D I O I S  PL AYED O V ER TH E LO U DSPE A KER O N 
R A K V ER E’S  M A R KET SQ U A R E .

S I N CE H E CA N ’T  ALW AYS LI STEN TO TH E R A D I O AT H O M E ,  TEEN AGE A R VO V I S ITS  TH E SPE A KER TO ENJ OY SYM PH O NY BROA DCA STS .

IT ’ S  
TH AT SA M E  
BOY U N DER 
TH E LO U D-

SPE A KER  
AGA I N  ... 

LOOK ,  H E’S  
STILL H ER E!

H E- H E- H E!
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S I N CE H E CA N ’T  ALW AYS LI STEN TO TH E R A D I O AT H O M E ,  TEEN AGE A R VO V I S ITS  TH E SPE A KER TO ENJ OY SYM PH O NY BROA DCA STS .

I F  I  R I DE  
MY B I KE A RO U N D  

TH E SQ U A R E ,  N O O N E 
W ILL R E ALIZE I  CA M E  

TO LI STEN TO  
TH E M U S I C  ... 
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W E’ R E DO I N G W ELL .  
W E’LL CERTA I N LY GET 

TH OSE M ELODI ES  
FIGU R ED O U T.

I ’ D  LI KE TO  
S H O W YO U  

SO M ETH I N G .

A R VO R ECO R DS EV ERYTH I N G  
H E H E A R S O N TH E R A D I O I N  H I S 

N OTEBOOK:  P I ECES,  
PER FO R M ER S,  CO M POSER S ... 

I  W A NT TO BE  
A  CO M POSER  

TOO!

BU T N OT Q U ITE  
LI KE TH AT ...    

 
A  D I FFER ENT K I N D!

OCCA S I O N ALLY,  TH E W I N D CA R R I ES FR AG M ENTS O F M ELODY TO A R VO ’S  BA CKYA R D.  IT  BR I N GS W ITH  IT  A  SEN SE O F LO N GI N G ... 
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H A V E YO U N OT  
DO N E YO U R  
H O M EW O R K?

R A K V ER E H IG H SCH OOL.  A R VO I SN ’T  TH R ILLED A BO U T SCH OOLW O R K .  Q U ITE TH E O PPOSITE ... 

CO M E A N D A CCO M PA NY  
TH E S I N GER S AT TH E M U S I C  

SCH OOL TO M O R RO W!

O H ,  I  W A S J U ST  
I M PRO V I S I N G A 
LITTLE TO IT  ... 

W ELL ,  FI N E .  
I ’ M  N OT GO I N G  

TO A RGU E A BO U T  
TH AT TODAY.

A R VO!  
DO YO U KN O W  
TH E A N SW ER?

PSST!  W H AT ’S  
TH E A N SW ER?

TH I N K FO R  
YO U R SELF!

W E’ R E W A ITI N G! BU T W H AT  
W A S TH E  

Q U ESTI O N?
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TH E SCH OOL’S  P I A N O BOY GETS A  PA SS FO R H I S  EDU CATI O N AL 
S H O RTCO M I N GS .

TH ER E H E GO ES I NTO  
TH E P I O N EER ROO M AGA I N  ...   

EV ERY BR E A K BETW EEN CL A SSES!

TH ER E’S  A  P I A N O  
TH ER E .  W HY ELSE?

BU T DO YO U R EM EM BER  
 TH E TI M E H E STOOD I N  FRO NT O F  
TH E BL A CKBOA R D A N D PR ETEN DED  

TO BE A  CI RCU S A RTI ST  
BEFO R E CL A SS?

A TR U E  
A RTI ST ’S  SO U L .  

H E- H E- H E!

W H AT A  PECU LI A R BOY!  H E EV EN  
CO M ES TO SCH OOL E A RLY EV ERY 

M O R N I N G TO PL AY PI A N O  
I N  TH E A U D ITO R I U M .  

VOLU NTA R ILY!

A R VO,  W E N EED  
A  P I A N O PL AYER I N  

TH E A U D ITO R I U M  
O N FR I DAY.

PR A CTI CE!  A N D  
YO U DO N ’T  N EED 

TO CO M E TO 
CL A SS .
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A BR E A K AT M U S I C  SCH OOL. M O R E N EW PI ECES?  
W H EN CA N W E G I V E  

TH EM A  TRY?

A H ,  M M - H M M .  
I  CO M POSED A FEW  
LITTLE D ITTI ES ...   

YES ,  
N I CE .

I  LI KE IT  
TOO. 

“GOOD”?

W H AT DO  
YO U TH I N K?

PR ETTY  
GOOD!

I N  A DDITI O N TO PER FO R M I N G A S A N A CCO M PA N I ST,  TH E YO U N G M A N I S  U TILIZED A S A N O BO I ST,  FLU TI ST,  A N D DR U M M ER .
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A PPL A U SE FO R TH E  
R A K V ER E M EN ’S  CH O I R!

V ILJ A N DI .  TH E A N N U AL N ATI O N AL A M ATEU R R EV I EW ,  A  CO M PETITI O N FO R O R IG I N AL W O R KS .

W E H A V E O N E M O R E  
PER FO R M ER .  A  STU D EN T  FR O M  

R A K V ER E H I G H  S CH OOL W ILL 
PR ESENT H I S  P I A N O PI ECE .

TH ER E’S  N O M ENTI O N O F TH E YO U N G ,  PRO M I S I N G PI A N I ST ...  ...    CO N GR ATU L ATI O N S  
TO TH E W I N N ER S O F TH I S 
TO U G H CO M PETITI O N FO R 
O R IG I N AL W O R KS,  A N D W E 
W I S H  EV ERYO N E CR E ATI V E 

GU STO I N  TH E FU TU R E!

DO YO U TH I N K YO U 
M IG HT SAY A  CO U PLE 

EN CO U R AGI N G W O R DS  
TO O U R PI A N O BOY?

TH E J U RY W A S  
D I V I DED ... 

TH AT SCH OOLBOY ’S  
P I ECE W A S N EITH ER  

SOCI ALI ST I N  CO NTENT  
N O R N ATI O N ALI STI C  

I N  STYLE .
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TH ER E’S  N OTH I N G ELSE  
I  KN O W H O W TO DO,  

A NYW AY.

EV ERY DAY U NTIL  TH E EN D O F H IG H SCH OOL,  A R VO 
V I S ITS  TH E DAYCA R E W H ER E H I S  M OTH ER W O R KS .  
H E  A CCO M PA N I ES TH E CH ILDR EN ’S  M U S I C  LESSO N ,  
DU R I N G W H I CH H E ALSO LI KES TO I M PRO V I SE .

I ’ M  GO I N G TO  
A U D ITI O N FO R TH E TALLI N N  

M U S I C  COLLEGE .

W H AT DO  
YO U PL A N TO  

DO N E XT?

A R VO,  YO U ’ V E  FI N I S H ED  
M U S I C  SCH OOL A N D H IG H  
SCH OOL W ILL BE O V ER  

SOO N TOO ...   
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TH E ABILITY TO N OTICE AN D  

TH E TALENT TO FU LLY H EA R A  S I NGLE 

N OTE A RE CO M PON ENTS OF W ISDO M .

I  I NTEN D TO   

PER FO R M MY “M ELODY,”  
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